[Undetected hypopharyngeal perforation with deep neck abscess and mediastinitis due to transesophageal echocardiography].
Hypopharyngeal perforation is a rare but dangerous complication caused by diagnostic procedures. If there is any suspicion of perforation of the upper airways and/or upper digestive tract, immediate diagnostic and therapeutic procedures are indicated. Possible complications of a hypopharyngeal perforation are deep neck infection with subsequent mediastinitis and haemorrhage from major cervical vessels, both of which have high mortality rates. We present the case of a 65 year old male patient with perforation of the hypopharynx after transesophageal echocardiography which was unrecognized for more than 1 week. Clinical symptoms of hypopharyngeal perforation may initially be unspecific. Esophagography (Gastrografin administration) and computed tomography as well as esophagoscopy are needed to certify the diagnosis and to evaluate the extent of the lesion. Pathological findings as well as diagnostic and therapeutic needs are demonstrated and discussed.